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July 17, 2013

Kathy Ann Bartholomew
843 Garden Green Place
Sultan, WA 98294
RE:

Harassment

Dear Ms. Bartholomew:
Thank you for your July 2nd e-mail to the Office of the Attorney General in which you request
assistance to stop an individual who you believe has been harassing you and your family. I am an
assistant attorney general who represents the Washington State Department of Health Counselors
Program. In that capacity, I was asked to respond to your email.
In your email, you stated that an individual named Chris Hupy has been harassing you and your
family. You further stated that you are currently trying to obtain an anti-harassment order
through the Monroe court system against Mr. Hupy. Perhaps you already have this information,
but in case you did not, Chapter 10.14 RCW is the governing statute for anti-harassment
protection orders. RCW 10.14.080 describes the process by which you can obtain an antiharassment order and that statutory provision states in relevant part:
(1) Upon filing a petition for a civil anti-harassment protection order under this chapter,
the petitioner may obtain an ex parte temporary anti-harassment protection order. An ex
parte temporary anti-harassment protection order may be granted with or without notice
upon the filing of an affidavit which, to the satisfaction of the court, shows reasonable
proof of unlawful harassment of the petitioner by the respondent and that great or
irreparable harm will result to the petitioner if the temporary anti-harassment protection
order is not granted.
(2) An ex parte temporary anti-harassment protection order shall be effective for a fixed
period not to exceed fourteen days or twenty-four days if the court has permitted service
by publication under RCW 10.14.085. The ex parte order may be reissued. A full hearing,
as provided in this chapter, shall be set for not later than fourteen days from the issuance
of the temporary order or not later than twenty-four days if service by publication is
permitted. Except as provided in RCW 10.14.070 and 10.14.085, the respondent shall be
personally served with a copy of the ex parte order along with a copy of the petition and
notice of the date set for the hearing. The ex parte order and notice of hearing shall
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include at a minimum the date and time of the hearing set by the court to determine if the
temporary order should be made effective for one year or more, and notice that if the
respondent should fail to appear or otherwise not respond, an order for protection will be
issued against the respondent pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, for a minimum of
one year from the date of the hearing. The notice shall also include a brief statement of
the provisions of the ex parte order and notify the respondent that a copy of the ex parte
order and notice of hearing has been filed with the clerk of the court.
(3) At the hearing, if the court finds by a preponderance of the evidence that unlawful
harassment exists, a civil anti-harassment protection order shall issue prohibiting such
unlawful harassment.
I am unable to provide more direct assistance to you because under state law the primary
function of the Attorney General’s Office is to represent and advise state agencies and
government officials. We are prohibited from providing legal advice or representation to private
citizens. However, we do try to assist private citizens by providing general information that
might be useful in dealing with particular problems or issues.
You noted in your email that you do not have resources to retain an attorney to assist you with
your matter. You may want to contact the Northwest Justice Project’s CLEAR program which
offers low cost to free legal aid. CLEAR stands for Coordinated Legal Education, Advice and
Referral. You can call their hotline 1-888-201-1014 where they do intake of legal cases. You can
also learn more about the program through their website at: http://nwjustice.org/get-legal-help.
You may also look into Snohomish County Legal Services, which is another non-profit
organization that offers free legal aid that primarily serves Snohomish County residents.
Snohomish County Legal Services provides legal assistance that includes advice and
representation. You can find more information regarding this organization here:
http://www.snocolegal.org/about_snocolegal.php.
I hope you find the above information helpful. I wish you the very best in getting your issues
properly resolved. Thank you again for your e-mail to the Attorney General’s Office.
Sincerely,

LINH K. TRAN
Assistant Attorney General
(360) 586-6500
LKT:lh
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July 17, 2013

Kathy Ann Bartholomew
843 Garden Green Place
Sultan, WA 98294
RE:

Harassment

Dear Ms. Bartholomew:
Thank you for your July 2nd e-mail to the Office of the Attorney General in which you request
assistance to stop an individual who you believe has been harassing you and your family. I am
an assistant attorney general who represents the Washington State Department of Health
Counselors Program. In that capacity, I was asked to respond to your email.
In your email, you stated that an individual named Chris Hupy has been harassing you and your
family. You further stated that you are currently trying to obtain an anti-harassment order
through the Monroe court system against Mr. Hupy. Perhaps you already have this information,
but in case you did not, Chapter 10.14 RCW is the governing statute for anti-harassment
protection orders. RCW 10.14.080 describes the process by which you can obtain an antiharassment order and that statutory provision states in relevant part:
(1) Upon filing a petition for a civil anti-harassment protection order under this chapter,
the petitioner may obtain an ex parte temporary anti-harassment protection order. An ex
parte temporary anti-harassment protection order may be granted with or without notice
upon the filing of an affidavit which, to the satisfaction of the court, shows reasonable
proof of unlawful harassment of the petitioner by the respondent and that great or
irreparable harm will result to the petitioner if the temporary anti-harassment protection
order is not granted.
(2) An ex parte temporary anti-harassment protection order shall be effective for a fixed
period not to exceed fourteen days or twenty-four days if the court has permitted service
by publication under RCW 10.14.085. The ex parte order may be reissued. A full hearing,
as provided in this chapter, shall be set for not later than fourteen days from the issuance
of the temporary order or not later than twenty-four days if service by publication is
permitted. Except as provided in RCW 10.14.070 and 10.14.085, the respondent shall be
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personally served with a copy of the ex parte order along with a copy of the petition and
notice of the date set for the hearing. The ex parte order and notice of hearing shall
include at a minimum the date and time of the hearing set by the court to determine if the
temporary order should be made effective for one year or more, and notice that if the
respondent should fail to appear or otherwise not respond, an order for protection will be
issued against the respondent pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, for a minimum of
one year from the date of the hearing. The notice shall also include a brief statement of
the provisions of the ex parte order and notify the respondent that a copy of the ex parte
order and notice of hearing has been filed with the clerk of the court.
(3) At the hearing, if the court finds by a preponderance of the evidence that unlawful
harassment exists, a civil anti-harassment protection order shall issue prohibiting such
unlawful harassment.
I am unable to provide more direct assistance to you because under state law the primary
function of the Attorney General’s Office is to represent and advise state agencies and
government officials. We are prohibited from providing legal advice or representation to private
citizens. However, we do try to assist private citizens by providing general information that
might be useful in dealing with particular problems or issues.
You noted in your email that you do not have resources to retain an attorney to assist you with
your matter. You may want to contact the Northwest Justice Project’s CLEAR program which
offers low cost to free legal aid. CLEAR stands for Coordinated Legal Education, Advice and
Referral. You can call their hotline 1-888-201-1014 where they do intake of legal cases. You
can also learn more about the program through their website at: http://nwjustice.org/get-legalhelp.
You may also look into Snohomish County Legal Services, which is another non-profit
organization that offers free legal aid that primarily serves Snohomish County residents.
Snohomish County Legal Services provides legal assistance that includes advice and
representation. You can find more information regarding this organization here:
http://www.snocolegal.org/about_snocolegal.php
I hope you find the above information helpful. I wish you the very best in getting your issues
properly resolved. Thank you again for your email to the Attorney General’s Office.

Sincerely,

LINH K. TRAN
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Assistant Attorney General
(360) 586-6500
LKT:lh
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